
“Kick Start” Needs for the New School Year 

These are the identified skills necessary for students to kick start the year in the right direction. Please spend time over 

the summer reinforcing these important skills so your child can start the new year off successfully. 

 

Incoming PK3 Students: 

 Acknowledge/respond/raise hand when their first name is called 

 Beginning to make the Sign of the Cross 

 Beginning to learn meal time prayer- Bless us o Lord and these thy gifts… 

 Carry their tote bag independently 

 Complete all restroom needs independently 
~ Includes wiping and pulling pants/shorts down and up 
 

Incoming PK4 Students: 

 Acknowledge/respond/raise hand when their first name is called 
 Identify their first name in print 

 Beginning to write their first name properly- first letter capital, the rest lower case 

 Follow 1-2 step verbal directions  

 Ask questions when need help 

 Using scissors independently 

 Proper pencil grip 

 Beginning to identify upper and lower case letters of the alphabet 

 Identify and beginning to write numbers 0-10 

 Counting 5 or more objects using one to one correspondence 

 Identify shapes- circle, triangle, square, rectangle, heart, star 

 Identify colors- red, yellow, orange, blue, green, purple, brown, black 

 Able to complete all restroom and dressing needs independently 
 

Incoming KINDERGARTERNERS: 

 Know full name, age, address, & phone number 

 Identify and write name using initial capital letter and rest lower case 

 Say alphabet, not sing 

 Identification of letters and sounds 

 Recognize and read simple sight words- A, and, the, I, is 

 Identification of numbers 1-20  

 Create AB patterns  

 Concept of print materials: 

o Where is the title? 

o Where is the beginning of the book? 

o Where do I begin to read (top to bottom)? 

o When you finish a page, where do you read next? 

o Where is the end of the book? 

o How do the sentences flow (left to right)? 



 Identify basic shapes- circle, triangle, square, rectangle, heart, star 

 Understand positional words- above, below, on, over, under, etc. 

 Recognize and read color words- red, yellow, orange, blue, green, purple, brown, black 

 Write numbers 1-10  

 Write using Handwriting without Tears 

 Follow 1-2 step verbal directions 

 Sit and listen to story/presentation for at least 10 minutes 
 

Incoming FIRST Graders: 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

 High frequency words and sight words should be known for Kindergarten (Dolch and Frye List) 

 Recall details from what is read  

 Decode and encode using all letter correspondences within a word  

 Recognize and identify all upper and lower case letters  

 Match consonant sounds to symbols   

 Use inventive spelling to write 

 Print first and last name independently, first letter capital, rest lower case 

 Use spacing between letters and words  

 Form upper and lower case letters correctly 

 

MATH 

 Identify objects by shape  

 Relate position to number sequence—the first block, the second block  

 Sort and classify by size, shape, and color 

 Count orally to 20, 50, and 100 

 Count objects to 20  

 Count backwards from 20  

 Write numbers to 20  

 Count objects, rearrange, and count again  

 Represent the number of objects with a numeral  

 Count by fives to 100  

 Count by twos to 20  

 Count by tens to 100 

 Identify the next number more and the next number less than any named number  

 Model addition by joining two sets  

 Read, write, and represent numbers from 0-20  

 Model addition situations with objects, sounds, drawings, stories, and equations  

 Model subtraction situations by separating, comparing, or finding  
 

 

Incoming SECOND Graders: 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

 Hold a pencil correctly and form manuscript letters and numbers correctly 

 Alphabetize words to the second letter 

 Write a complete sentence using correct capitalization and punctuation 



 Know and identify nouns, verbs and adjectives 

 

MATH 

 Have a clear understanding of place and value for two digits:  ones and tens 

 Identify coins and know their value 

 Measure objects in whole inches, centimeters up to a foot 

 Tell time to the nearest hour  

 Fluently add and subtract within 20 

 Addition & subtraction math facts to 10 

 Two-digit addition and subtraction without regrouping 

 

Incoming THIRD Graders: 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

 Hold a pencil correctly and form manuscript letters and numbers correctly 

 Alphabetize words to the second letter  

 Write a complete sentence using correct capitalization and punctuation 

 Have a good understanding of subject/predicate, using the correct vocabulary for these terms – not “naming” 

and “telling” parts.  They should be able to identify them in a sentence and most importantly, they should know 

that when writing, all sentences must contain both to be a complete thought 

 Write a five sentence paragraph and have an understanding of the parts of a simple paragraph, including the 

topic sentence, three supporting details and a conclusion that relates back to the topic sentence 

 Have a good understanding of the following parts of speech:  nouns, verbs, and adjectives 

 Have an exposure to pronouns and adverbs 

 Reading with fluency and expression 

MATH 

 Have a clear understanding of place and value for three digits: ones, tens, and hundreds 

 Identify coins and count money  

 Measure items using a 12 inch ruler to the nearest inch 

 Tell time to the nearest hour and half-hour  

 Have a solid foundation of addition and subtraction facts (no counting on fingers); facts should be memorized 

 Know and use the correct math vocabulary for addition and subtraction- add, addend, sum, addition, 

subtraction, difference, regrouping (not borrowing) 

 Three-digit addition and subtraction with and without regrouping 

 Be familiar with the steps to problem solving 

 Know concepts of fractions ¼, 1/3, ½ and the whole 

 Be able to identify basic two and three dimensional shapes and figures 

 
 
Incoming FOURTH Graders: 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS 

 Be able to write a 5 sentence paragraph with correct sentence formation and punctuation 

 Know and identify nouns, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, and verbs 

 Make proper formation of cursive letters 

 Know basic spelling rules 



 Be able to use thinking maps to organize the writing process 
 
MATH 

 Know multiplication facts 

 Understand the difference in place value and value 

 Exposure to division with a remainder  (For example 17 ÷ 4) 

 Estimation - rounding to different place values up to hundred thousands 

 Measurement to the inch, ½ inch, and ¼ inch 
 

Incoming FIFTH Graders: 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

 Writing:  

o Be proficient in cursive writing  

o Know punctuation and capitalization rules   

o Know proper sentence structure 

o Be able to construct a paragraph of 5-8 sentences  

 Grammar: Basic knowledge of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs   

 Reading: Basic knowledge of comprehension skills and strategies 

 Vocabulary/Spelling: Able to use a dictionary and have a solid foundation in phonics 

MATH 

 Know math facts and whole number operations for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.   

 Be familiar with measurement skills and have basic knowledge of fractions and equivalents. 

SCIENCE 

 Be familiar with the process of experimentation and the usefulness of proving validity of a hypothesis.   

 Have basic vocabulary related to life, earth, and physical science. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 Have a knowledge of basic geographic terms and maps as well as be able to understand effects of historical 

events studied. 

RELIGION  

 Know basic prayers and have knowledge of the ordering and meaning of each sacrament.   

 
Incoming SIXTH Graders: 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

 Nouns-person, place, thing 

 Verbs-action and linking 

 Adjectives-describing words 

 Adverbs-describe verbs 

 Simple/complete subject 

 Simple/complete predicate 

 Capitals at the beginning of a sentence 



 Correct end punctuation 

 How to write a 5-8 sentence paragraph 

 Steps of the writing process with writing traits 

 Basic story elements-setting, main characters, plot, conflict/solution 

 Basic comprehension skills and strategies 

 

MATH 

 Place value 

 Rounding and other estimation strategies 

 Adding and subtracting decimals 

 Basic knowledge of multiplying and dividing decimals 

 Basic knowledge of adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing fractions 

 Measurement (metric and customary systems) 

 Basic knowledge of probability 

 Basic knowledge of line graph, bar graph, histogram, stem and leaf plot, circle graph, and measures of central 

tendency (mean, median, mode, and range) 

 Basic knowledge of graphing on the coordinate plane 

 

SCIENCE 

 Problem solving using scientific method  

 Using experimentation to test hypotheses  

 Lab safety and procedures 

 Measurement using SI units 

 Basic vocabulary of earth science 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 Have a knowledge of basic geographic terms and maps as well as be able to understand effects of historical 

events studied. 

RELIGION  

 Know basic prayers and have knowledge of the ordering and meaning of each sacrament.   

 
Incoming SEVENTH Graders: 

LITERATURE 

 Vocabulary foundation from experience of Sadlier program Level A, ready to continue with Level B 

 Be able to identify elements of PLOT (Plot Chart) 

 Be familiar with a variety of literary genres  

 Be able to identify main idea and supporting details and fact/opinion in text  

 Possess a spelling foundation to build upon 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

 Nouns-person, place, thing 

 Verbs-action and linking 

 Adjectives-describing words 

 Adverbs-describe verbs 



 Simple/complete subject 

 Simple/complete predicate 

 Prepositions-identify and use correctly 

 Subject compliments-nouns and adjectives 

 Capitals at the beginning of a sentence 

 Correct end punctuation 

 How to write 3-5 paragraph essay 

 Steps of the writing process with the essential criteria 

 

MATH 

 Estimation           

 Competence using all four operations in-  Whole numbers     Decimals    Fractions 

 Perimeter, Area, and Volume 

 Measurement 

 Basic knowledge of line graph, bar graph, histogram, stem and leaf plot, circle graph, and measures of central 

tendency (mean, median, mode, and range) 

 

LIFE SCIENCE 

 Problem solving using the scientific method 

 Lab safety and procedures 

 Using experimentation to test hypotheses 

 Measuring using SI units 

 Basic life science vocabulary and concepts 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 Understanding of map reading skills 

 Review basic geography terms such as latitude, longitude, equator, hemisphere, Prime Meridian, compass rose 

 Know how to read and interpret a chart 

 Have an awareness of current events 
 

RELIGION 

 Know the Books of the Bible 

 Know basic prayers, the Apostles’ Creed and Hail Holy Queen in particular 

 Know the seven Sacraments and their categories 

 Know the Mysteries of the Rosary 
 

Incoming EIGHTH Graders: 

LITERATURE 

 Vocabulary skills to expand vocabulary using Sadlier Level C 

 Ready to build on variety of literary genres and authors 

 Strong reading comprehension skills in : compare/contrast, cause/effect, draw conclusions, sequencing and 

making inferences 

 Advanced spelling ability in written work 

 

 



LANGUAGE ARTS 

 Nouns-person, place, thing 

 Verbs-action and linking 

 Adjectives-describing words 

 Adverbs-describe verbs 

 Simple/complete subject 

 Simple/complete predicate 

 Prepositions-identify and use correctly 

 Verbals  

 Subject compliments-nouns and adjectives 

 Capitals at the beginning of a sentence 

 Correct end punctuation 

 How to write 3-5 paragraph essay 

 Steps of the writing process with the essential criteria 

 

 

MATH 

 Estimation     

 Competence using all four operations in-  Whole numbers     Decimals    Fractions     Integers 

 Perimeter, Area, and Volume  

 Measurement and Conversions 

 Ratio & Proportion 

 Conversions between Percent, Fraction, and Decimal 

 Familiarity with Solving 1- and 2-Step Equations with a Variable 
 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 

 Problem solving using the scientific method 

 Lab safety and procedures 

 Using experimentation to test hypotheses 

 Measuring in SI units 

 Basic physical science vocabulary and concepts 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 Understanding of map reading skills 

 Review basic geography terms such as latitude, longitude, equator, hemisphere, Prime Meridian, compass rose 

 Know how to read and interpret a chart 

 Have an awareness of current events 
 
RELIGION 

 Know the Books of the Bible 

 Know basic prayers, the Apostles’ Creed and Hail Holy Queen in particular 

 Know the seven Sacraments and their categories 
 

 

                 
        


