
Third Grade Survival Guide 2019-2020 

Teachers:  Mrs. Dansby, Mrs. Ehnis, Mrs. Paulson  

Welcome to Third Grade!  There are many things that you will need to know, but we will review most of 

them on Parent Information Night.  For now, here are some tips to get you through the first weeks.  

 On the first day of school only, parents are encouraged to walk their child to the classroom to 

capture that First Day of School memory.  Parents are then invited to the cafeteria for a light 

breakfast sponsored by the HSA. 

 Plan to arrive at the school at 7:40am each morning.  Students must be in the classroom no later 

than 7:55am or they will be considered tardy.  Should your child need early morning care, the 

cafeteria door opens at 7:15am with staff supervision provided. 

 Starting the first day of school and each day thereafter, students should arrive with supplies 

necessary for all classes, including PE.   Please label supplies as requested by the teacher and 

uniforms with your child’s name. 

 If for any reason your child will not be in attendance at school, please contact Rene O’Connor at 

972-578-0610 or via email by 9:00 am at: rene.oconnor@stmcs.net . We also ask that you let your 

child’s home base teacher know of absences. 

 Check your child’s Behavior Sheet nightly for parent-teacher communication and their Assignment 

Planner for assigned homework and long-term projects dates.  

 Check Renweb often using the parent’s tab. Look at the lesson plan tab, homework tab, and grade 

tab. Teach your child to check on Sunday evening to plan for their weeks’ time management and 

print a copy of plans/homework for the upcoming week.  Plans are subject to change and should be 

verified daily using child’s homework planner. 

 Backpacks should be large enough to carry all books yet small enough to manage, without wheels.  

 The students leave their class to go to P.E. (every day), and then to each of the following classes 

once a week:  Computer Class, Music, Art, Library, and Spanish. 

 Smart Lab occurs every three weeks for each homeroom on a rotating basis. 

 Lunch menus are provided at the start of each month and can be found here: 

http://www.stmcs.net/lunch-.  Students have the option of purchasing lunch or packing a lunch. 

 Parents are invited to come during lunch any day to dine with their child.  Our lunch time slot is 

12:00-12:25. In order to get established socially, it is also suggested that parents refrain from 

coming to school to eat lunch with their child until after the first week of school.  

 It is suggested that your child bring his or her own lunch rather than purchasing a lunch during the 

first week of school.  

 To set up a lunch account there is a cafeteria form to fill out and send in to school (can be found 

under the forms/links tab of the website). Then you can put money on the accounts the way you 

pay all other fees, using the line for cafeteria. If you need to put money on more than one student’s 

account, put how much for each child in the comment box. 

 Every Friday we have an all school mass at 8:30am.  All parents are welcome. Please remember 

students must wear their sweaters to Mass, and no shorts ever.   

 Buy enough book covers for each book and cover them the first week of school. Cloth and paper 

covers are accepted. Do not tape directly onto the book.                  
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 Please let us know if your child will be attending the After School Program. If there is a change in 

your carpool procedure, please send a note or an email to your homeroom teacher and Mrs. 

O’Connor.  

 During the first two weeks of school, pick-up lines are long and a bit on the slow side, so arriving 

between 3:35 and 3:45 might be helpful.  At 3:45pm, students still not picked up are walked over to 

ASP to wait for their ride and late fees begin at 3:50pm.  Make sure you have a sign with your child’s 

last name visible in the car window.  Make sure the sign has large, bold print. Please be respectful 

and courteous to other families as well as to our staff members, stay in your car at all times, and 

take turns. 
 


