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PARISHIONER FEATURE

If you want to change the world,” 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta said, “go 
home and love your family.” For Colin 

and Elizabeth Delaney, this is not only 
one of their favorite quotes- it’s a way of 
life. “We love spending time together as 
a family,” says Colin. “Camping, hiking, 
and fishing are our favorite activities. 
We also enjoy having friends over to 
celebrate birthdays and holidays.”

“We have dinner together every night,” 
adds Elizabeth (“Please, call me Liz!”), who 
notes how it helps cement family bonds in a 
time of crazy schedules and multitudinous 
activities. It’s important to the Delaneys 
that the latter things never take precedence 
in their lives. Liz continues, “In every 
decision, we ask, ‘What’s gonna be best 

for everyone? What is best for the family?’ 
Sometimes it may involve sacrifice, but we 
do things as a team.”

This team’s journey began in 
Louisiana, where Colin and Liz met 
in college. The couple married in 2003 
and moved to Texas is 2005. Colin 
is the chief medical physicist at the 
Presbyterian Cancer Center in Dallas, 
and Liz has been blessed to be a stay-at-
home mom since 2007.

Jackson (12) plays baseball and 
loves to go camping. He also loves to 
build anything, from Legos to IKEA 
furniture. He volunteers at Feed my 
Starving Children, and truly enjoys 
helping people.

Cooper (11) really enjoys the Smart 

Lab at school. He plays soccer and 
baseball, and is learning to play the 
guitar. He is almost always climbing 
something, and keeps the family 
laughing every day. 

Charlie (9) is a true sports fan, whether 
watching, learning, or playing. He enjoys 
playing soccer, basketball, and baseball; 
he always seems to have a ball in his hand! 
He is a generous kid, always finding ways 
to help and show kindness. 

Maggie (7) is quiet, creative, and very 
sweet. She enjoys crafting and recently 
joined American Heritage Girls at St. 
Jude. She loves to sing and dance around 
the house, putting on “shows” with her 
younger sisters. She is an excellent helper! 

Eleanor (4) loves going to school 
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and is very excited to be learning 
her letters and numbers. She talks 
all afternoon about what she did 
each day. She enjoys playing with her 
sisters, and loves music.

Mary Clare (3) is silly, cute, and filled 
with joy.  She loves all of her brothers 
and sisters and loves when they are home 
from school. She is up for anything, 
from running errands to playing at the 
park to story time at the library.

At home, Colin enjoys working in 
the yard. With two acres to mow and 
maintain, and endless projects, he is 
always planting something or fixing 
something. Liz loves to bake for friends 
and teachers at St. Mark. She also has a 
passion for interior design. “She loves 
asking me to move furniture around,” 
Colin teases.

“He knows!” laughs Liz. “He sees this 
look on my face and he’s like, ‘Oh no!’”

The Delaneys are parishioners at St. 
Mark Catholic Church, and the oldest 

children attend school there. Jackson 
and Cooper are also altar servers. Both 
Colin and Liz went through CRHP and 
had wonderful experiences. “We have 
done ENDOW, bible studies, and ‘That 
Man is You.’ We both volunteer at the 
school as much as we can,” says Colin. 
“We love how connected our school is to 
the church- that our school community 
and church community overlap.”

Having six children close in age, they 
admit that attending St. Mark’s school 
has required sacrifices, but that doing 
so has been such a gift in their lives. 
Both the parish and school’s sense of 
togetherness and family is one of the 
main reasons they love St. Mark’s. “St. 
Mark’s has become a part of our family,” 
Liz says. “We know the teachers, and 
they know us. It’s a special community.”

Colin agrees. “In any hard times we 
have had, all challenges or sadness, God 
has always placed someone in our lives 
to help us. He works through others to 

help carry us in the hardest times. We 
hope we can be open to God, and be 
those people to others as well.”
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