
This message is being sent to all St. Mark families registered in FACTS Family Portal. 
 
Good afternoon, families:  
 

Now that we have the first three weeks of Distance Learning behind us, I want to stop and take 
a deep breath and touch base with you.  
 

These last three weeks have been crazy, for sure. The school has been committed to providing 
our students with meaningful and engaging lessons while working hard to be flexible in 
meeting individual families’ unique needs. None of our successes would have been possible 
without you and your dedication to your child’s education, along with your support and 
flexibility. Thank you for your hard work, and thank you for your patience. 
 

Every day at 3:00 PM since Spring Break, the Catholic Schools Office, led by our 
Superintendent, Dr. Matt Vereecke, holds a “Zoom” conference call with all school principals in 
the Diocese of Dallas. Dr. Vereecke is a strong leader who is working side-by-side with Bishop 
Burns, and is in constant contact with the CDC and TEA (Texas Education Agency) to provide 
us with timely information and guidance. Until just a few days ago, we were operating 24 hours 
at a time because things were changing so rapidly. We have just moved to discussing a few 
days at a time, so I interpret that as good news in this current climate. Here is an update on 
what we have learned so far during this journey: 
 

*Lesson plans are posted by 4:00 PM on Friday, and all attachments are posted by Sunday 
evening. This allows us to do three things: 1) Provide information to families that need to work 
over the weekend; 2) Provide information to families that need to plan alternate work 
schedules; and 3) Provide information in advance to those who want to follow the traditional 
timeline, allowing them to preview the lessons and be ready for the following week. 
 

*At the end of week 1, TEA came on board and said that, in order for our Distance Learning to 
count as qualified instruction (meaning that we would not have to go through the summer in a 
traditional school setting to make up missed days), several criteria had to be met. The one that 
is most relevant to you is that lesson plans must demonstrate four hours of learning per day for 
the student. We have been working diligently to try to find a balance between TEA 
requirements and our desire not to overwhelm families, yet ensure the work students are 
doing is more than just “busy work.” There is still a lot of time left for our students to learn 
during this final quarter of school. Some families want less work, some feel it is just right, and 
others want more.  
 

*Next, TEA required some additional documentation to be included on the lesson plans, which 
created some formatting issues in RenWeb/FACTS and resulted in parents printing them out 
using reams of paper. We addressed that by asking parents to print only the LESSON PLAN 
and not the HOMEWORK section in RenWeb/FACTS. 
 



*In the middle of week 2, TEA announced that we needed to take attendance, so we quickly 
chose to count the work a student submitted as proof of attendance. We worked to 
accommodate families that told us they needed to be able to submit assignments outside of 
the normal deadlines, due to a variety of reasons. 
 

*With week 3 behind us, the school is still focused on lesson planning. We have strategized a 
few new approaches that we pray will provide some stress relief. I encourage you to reach out 
to your child’s teachers with any questions or requests for additional support. Ms. 
Steinkirchner and I are here as well, albeit virtually.   
 

*Lastly, as of the middle of this week, TEA began talking about grading systems. Until we 
receive direction from Dr. Vereecke, I will not speculate with you on what that final decision 
will entail.     
 

There are still a lot of unanswered questions pertaining to May such as: “Will we return or not?” 
“What about 8th grade Graduation?” “Can we have a Graduation Mass?” “Will there be time to 
pull together a dance?” As you read in our Friday bulletin, 2nd grade First Communion and 8th 
grade Confirmation are being rescheduled. But what is confirmed, even if we were to return to 
school in May? All we know right now is that all field trips are canceled, but Field Day is still a 
possibility. (By the way, I cannot imagine a better way to end this unprecedented event than 
with our wonderful, fun-filled Field Day as a celebration that God has once again held us tightly 
in his hand and the rainbow has appeared. I am a perpetual optimist!)  
 
You may wonder what the extended school closure will ultimately mean for St. Mark. To me, 
and I hope for you, it will mean that we have all grown and learned a lot about ourselves and 
what we are capable of achieving; we have learned a lot about successfully challenging 
ourselves and expanding our growth mindset; we have learned that we are resilient; but most 
importantly, we have learned that this school community continued to be a family that worked 
together to overcome incredible odds. I am already so proud. 
 
So in closing, I do not have all the answers at this time, but I know one thing for sure -- it will be 
an exciting time when we return with lots of hugs, smiles, and chatter – for us, and especially 
for our students! We became educators because we love working with kids. Distance Learning 
has kept us away from our greatest motivator in our jobs, our students. We miss you and them 
(even when they come in “smelly” from recess)! 
 
Please keep reading the Friday Weekly School Bulletins. They continue to serve as your most 
up-to-date resource. That is where I will keep you updated if/when things change so I do not 
have to send you extra emails.   
 
May all of our families find time to embrace Holy Week and be reminded that God keeps his 
promises.  
 
Many blessings, 



 
Patricia Opon 
Principal 
 
 


