
Good Afternoon Dear Families: 
 
I know that DISD Superintendent Dr. Hinojosa’s discussion about their plans for next year caused quite 
a stir for many of us. Though I believe I understood his intent, his delivery left me yelling at the TV, 
causing my poor cat to go flying off my lap! As you know, the Shelter-in-Place order and 
school/business shutdowns were never intended to rid us of the Coronavirus. They were meant to help 
flatten the curve so an infected person can get the medical treatment he/she needs. Dr. Hinojosa’s plan 
made it sound like COVID-19 will be still be around at such a level that Distance Learning is certain to 
happen again, and numerous classroom adjustments will be required.   
 
It is entirely too early for anyone to predict what will happen in August or December or March. While we 
were on Spring Break and were beginning to hear more about the Coronavirus, could any of us have 
predicted how the next six weeks would have played out? Not me, for sure! And now there is a 
promising treatment and a fast-tracked immunization on the horizon -- proof that things are still 
rapidly changing, and hopefully now, for the good. However, it is not too early to plan for 
contingencies. In fact, that is the prudent thing to do, and that is exactly what we here at St. Mark are 
doing.  
 
St. Mark is planning to reopen on a normal schedule in the fall with additional health and safety 
measures in place unless otherwise directed by the Diocese of Dallas (based on state 
recommendations). Some of the plans at this time include: 

*We have purchased numerous head-scan thermometers. At morning drop-off, all students will be 
checked before entering the building and sent back home immediately with their parent if a fever is 
present. 

*All students will start their day by washing their hands, followed by a minimum of three more hand 
washings throughout the day, just like we started before Spring Break. 

*If during school, a student begins to present virus-like symptoms, we have an isolation room ready for 
them until their parent arrives. 

*Mask, no mask, who wears them, and when – we are still waiting on guidance before making a final 
decision. 

*Envirox is used to clean all school surfaces. We use this “green” solution during the day, and “red” 
solution for deep cleaning at night. It is effective on viruses and is environmentally “green” certified. 

*All keyboards will be cleaned between classes/uses. 

*All high-touch surfaces like desks, chairs, light switches, door handles, stair handles, etc. will be 
cleaned daily. 

*Lockers will be wiped down each night. 

*Water fountains will be closed. Students will need to bring their own water bottle for use during the 
day. The bottle fillers will be available. 



*We are intentionally keeping class sizes on the smaller side so if we have to social distance, we have 
the space to do so. 

*And so much more. Diocesan Principals have started meeting to discuss many other things such as 
lunch, PE, hallway transitions, everything and anything we can think of, so we are ready if needed. 

What is the possibility of Distance Learning being required again? I do not know, and feel it would be 
irresponsible of me to even try to make a prediction. But if it happens, we will be ready, at an even 
higher level than we have implemented now. Every Friday in the “Weekly School Bulletin,” we ask for 
your feedback. I want to thank all of our parents who have taken time to provide their honest feedback 
directly to us, and to our faculty members during our biweekly home calls. Your feedback has been, and 
continues to be, invaluable to us. Overall, the parent feedback on what we have offered has been very 
positive. Hearing the “home” perspective about what works and what doesn’t work has helped us, as a 
community, to develop a high-quality program. Rest assured, we continue to strive to make tomorrow‘s 
Distance Learning better than today.  

It is understandable for a reduction in school tuition to be a topic of discussion. Even when Distance 
Learning is in effect, the teachers are still working, the school is still operating, albeit differently, and 
operating expenses do not decrease. These fixed costs prevent the possibility of tuition reduction in any 
amount.  

I sincerely pray you will stay the course with us, knowing this will end, and when it does, your child’s 
education will be as strong as ever and our community will still be together. We are committed to our 
students and value each one of them. I truly believe what St. Mark offers to our children, whether on 
campus or through Distance Learning, is a level of excellence unmatched anywhere else.  

What I have learned during all of this is that Bishop Burns chooses to wait until he has strong and factual 
information before making a decision. He is in consistent contact with the CDC, TCCBED, TEA, and 
other government officials. As soon as we learn anything, we will let everyone know. So until then, 
please pray and have hope.    

 
Patricia Opon 
Principal 


