
 

 
Dear St. Mark Families: I hope you are enjoying a relaxing summer! Although the 2020-21 
school year is still months away, we at St. Mark are busy preparing for it.  
 

Needless to say, preparations have taken on a different meaning this year. We are living in 
trying and uncertain times that affect all aspects of our lives. The consequences of the COVID-
19 pandemic coupled with the global response to recent social injustices are literally changing 
our society. Change can be unsettling to say the least. In times like these however, I am 
constantly struck by the fact that we are incredibly fortunate to be part of a Catholic 
community. With so much “noise” around us, it is comforting to know that we need only turn 
to our faith for answers, and that everything we do is done for the good of our St. Mark family. 
 

We have a school mantra that we live by: “Every day we treat others as we would treat Jesus 
Christ, with all our heart, mind, and soul.” In effect, it is the Golden Rule. With each new school 
year, we develop a theme that helps us live out this mantra. For 2020-21, our theme is “Be 
Kind” … two simple words that students at all levels can understand and implement. You will 
see it manifested in many different ways during the upcoming year. However, our summer 
planning process and recent events have reminded me that there is no need to wait for the 
school year to begin to implement our “Be Kind” campaign. It needs to start NOW. The notion 
of being kind couldn’t be more timely given our current global climate. 
 

The recent death of George Floyd, and the widespread public recognition of the suffering and 
deaths of countless others as a result of racism, are serving as a wake-up call to our society that 
says we must replace racism and intolerance with kindness. As Catholics, as Christians, and as 
people of faith, we already know this. But throughout the last couple of weeks, I’ve been 
thinking about our school families, hoping that these events are providing parents and children 
with a chance to openly discuss the issues surrounding them in real time, as well as the ways 
we can all be part of much needed change.  
 

Our St. Mark community joins the Diocese of Dallas in mourning these deaths, recognizing the 
suffering in our communities of color, supporting the peaceful protests, and standing in 
solidarity with those who seek real change in our society. St. Mark has always been a 
community that promotes equality and welcomes people of all backgrounds, ethnicities, and 
religious beliefs. It is my hope that we can all reflect on these values, and reaffirm our 
commitment to them. It is something we will be emphasizing with our students during our “Be 
Kind” campaign throughout the school year, and it is after all what God calls each of us to do. I 
also invite you to share your thoughts and ideas with us. If you see a need we are not 



addressing, or have an idea about how to enhance our program or our community, please 
contact me directly.  
 

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic also gives us an opportunity to bestow kindness on our 
fellow community members. While we need to keep in mind that this pandemic is temporary, 
schools must adopt new protocols in order to reopen safely in the fall, and believe it or 
not, kindness is a major factor in their implementation. At the center of each new protocol is a 
desire to keep everyone in our community (students, faculty/staff, parents, and family 
members) safe and healthy. It is our goal to maintain as much normalcy as we can, 
while kindly and respectfully looking out for each other’s well-being. 
 

The 2020-21 Protocols for the Safe and Healthy Opening of School, as of this date, are 
attached. As we progress through the summer months, we will strive to maintain clear 
communication and update our community on St. Mark’s progress towards the 2020-21 school 
year, as well as advise you of any changes to these protocols. 
 

In the meantime, please take note of some important items: 
 

1. In May, we sent you the 2020 “Summer Information and Forms.” Several sections have 
already been revised due to the new protocols. Please click here to access the most 
current version, and remember to allow yourself and your child(ren) plenty of time to 
complete the action items. 

 

2. The “Back to School Sunday” event originally scheduled for August 2 has been 
canceled. 
 

3. The “Pop-In Meet & Greet” event scheduled for Monday, August 10 will still take place, 
but in a modified format. More details to come. 
 

4. “Parent Information Nights” scheduled for August 19 and 20 will be conducted via 
Zoom. 
 

Until our next communication, stay safe, stay healthy, and please pray for peace 
and kindness in our community and in our world. 
 

Patricia Opon 

Principal 
patricia.opon@stmcs.net  
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