
 

 

  

 

 

SUMMER REMINDERS 

July 20, 2021 

 
The purpose of this bulletin is to serve as a reminder of some of the important news, upcoming events, 
and activities for the end of the summer and the reopening of school. Please read it closely for recent updates 
to certain policies and procedures. These are general announcements. If you need more detailed information, 
please refer to the school website at www.stmcs.net.  
 

 
  

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

  
Dear Parents: Happy Summer! I hope everyone is taking plenty of time to renew their mind, body, and 
spirit. Enjoy your time with family, make memories, laugh together, and start traditions that last a 
lifetime. While summers for students have a lot of positives, one of the most treasured activities is the ability to 
simply sit and relax. Our students sometimes have a hard time doing nothing and it is something they need to 
learn to do and to appreciate. Another summer activity is to rise early, watch the sun come up and to truly see 
the beauty of God’s creation whether it is listening to the birds or smelling the grass. It’s a treasured 
opportunity to say prayers as a family together, to talk to God, and to begin the day in the right frame of 
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mind. Another opportunity is to stay up late and play flashlight tag outside. Play games, watch movies, and eat 
ice cream. Most importantly, love one another, be patient, and be kind. 
  
I'd like to take a moment to share a few important updates with you:  
 

COVID Protocols for the 2021-22 School Year 
 

In planning for the next school year, as of today, we intend on opening with in-person learning only, and 
returning to our wonderful pre-COVID activities, traditions, and regular campus experiences. As long as the 
local COVID-19 situation remains steady, this will be our plan going forward. If anything changes, I will let you 
know immediately. For now, please plan on the following protocols: 
 
Face Masks: On campus, face masks will be optional for students. I ask that you please let your child find his/her 
comfort level with mask wearing. The example comes to mind of a student with a broken arm that is 
casted. They think that as soon as the cast comes off, they will be able to play basketball. The truth is, it will 
take some time to get used to how things used to be and that might be how your child feels with wearing a 
mask. We don’t want a student to anxiously devote their energy and thoughts to masks, either with or without, 
instead of paying attention to lessons. I know our community will respect each person’s decision. 
 

**All students should have a face mask in their backpack 
in case they need to put it on in the nurse's office.** 

 
Cleaning & Social Distancing: Consistent cleaning protocols will continue with sanitizing surfaces frequently, 
routine handwashing, and air purifiers in each room. Desk spacing and plexiglass dividers will be utilized at the 
teacher’s discretion depending on the classroom design. 
 
On-Campus Visitors & Volunteers: Visitors are welcome on campus and may join us again for our weekly Friday 
Masses.   
 

**Unvaccinated visitors will be required to wear face masks on campus.** 
 
Our new group, P.A.W.S (Parents Assisting With Students), will offer many opportunities for you to volunteer 
(more details to come from the HSA). The school Auction is another great way to become involved with our 



community. If you are interested in volunteering on the Auction Committee, please contact Ashley Ternan at 
ashleyternan@gmail.com.  
 

2020 Auction - Unredeemed Auction Packages 
 

Speaking of Auction, for those of you who purchased packages at the 2020 Auction that you were not able to 
redeem last year, please know that they will be honored in the 2021-22 school year as we return to a normal 
routine. You will be contacted by the school with more details. Thank you for your patience. 
 

Internal Teacher Moves and Classroom Changes 
 

*Alison West is moving from 4th grade to lead our third Kindergarten class. 
 
*Janelle Bain is moving from 2nd grade to teach 4th grade Science and Math. 
 
*We have had some room changes in 2nd, 3rd and 4th grades, so when looking for classrooms during the "Pop-
In Meet & Greet" event on Friday, August 13, please look for the teacher name on the outside of the classroom. 
 

Support St. Mark Alumnus Tom Scott During the Tokyo Olympic Games! 
 

St. Mark alumnus Tom Scott '04 will represent Team USA in the debut appearance of karate in the Tokyo 
Olympic Games beginning on August 5. Tom continues to give back to the St. Mark community as an 
inspirational speaker to our students, and as you'll read below, as an after-school karate instructor. Let's all 
watch, and send our support and prayers throughout his exciting Olympic journey! 

 
New in 2021-22! 

 
*We are thrilled to announce that St. Mark will launch the "Lion Learning Lab" in room 108 this fall to engage 
student curiosity with more hands-on activities. Classes will have a larger area for their STREAM activities and 
will have new activities available to them. While the lab's main focus is on PK3-2nd grade, students of all ages 
will be taking advantage of what it has to offer. Watch for more details in the coming weeks about this new 
facility. Thank you to our families and to HSA for raising funds through the "12 Days of Christmas" baskets, 
making this lab possible. 
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*We are adding "gaga" ball pits to our P.E. line-up. Don't know what gaga is? No doubt your student can tell 
you all about this popular game and will be thrilled to learn that St. Mark will have its own pits. 
 
*We have new student iPads on campus and have made a number of technology upgrades including enhanced 
technology security and two factor authorization. 
 

*HSA is opening a Used Uniform Store on campus. It will be available for parents to shop on the last Friday of 

every other month from 7:30-8:30 AM beginning September 24. Click here for complete dates. It will now be 
easier than ever to replace uniform pieces that your child has grown out of during the school year.  
 
*The St. Mark Athletics Department is introducing a new tradition, an All Sports Banquet. We look forward to 
this opportunity to further recognize our student athletes at the end of the school year. 
 
Look for more details on these and other exciting developments in the coming weeks and months. In the 
meantime, we look forward to seeing you at Back-To-School Sunday on August 8.  
  

Exodus 33:14 - The LORD answered: I myself will go along, to give you rest.   
 
See you next month! 
 
Peace and prayers, 

 

  

Pam Steinkirchner 
Principal 
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Important Dates 
 

St. Mark will host several special Back To School events. Click here for a printable one-page summary. 
 
*Wednesday, August 4-Friday, August 13 - Staff Development Days: 
The office will be open from 8:00 AM-3:00 PM. The office will be closed from 12:00-1:00 PM for lunch, and 
periodically during staff development. Please call ahead if you plan to stop by to ensure someone will be in the 
office to greet you. 
 
*Back To School Sunday - Sunday, August 8: 
Join us for 8:30 AM Mass in the Church, followed by a light breakfast in the Cafetorium. Back to school 
information tables will be available in both gymnasiums from 10:00 AM-12:00 PM (note revised start time). 
Sign-up for volunteering, learn about school/parish organizations, visit the Used Uniform Sale, pick-up pre-
ordered uniform sweatshirts, view the class lists, shop the Lion’s Den Spirit Store, and more. 
 

If you cannot attend the mass/breakfast, note that the gyms will now open at 10:00 AM. 
 
*Pop-In Meet & Greet - Friday, August 13: 
Pop-in anytime between 9:00-10:30 AM, meet the new teacher, and grades 4-8 may go to their lockers. Parents 
will receive a "First Week Survival Guide" for their student grade levels, as well as their carpool sign from the 
teacher. At 10:00 AM, a carpool drop-off/pick-up tutorial will be conducted by the Principal. Pick-up a "welcome 
back to school" gift from the receptionist in either building. 
 
6th grade families and new 7th/8th grade families will pick-up purchased Chromebook laptops in the 
Cafetorium. 
 
Please note the following regarding Chromebook pick-up: 

1. Parents who bought a Chromebook from the school should come by the Cafetorium between 9:00 and 
10:30 AM to pick it up and sign for it. 

2. Parents who bought their own Chromebook (6th grade) or replacement Chromebook (7th or 8th grade) 
should bring it to the Cafetorium between 8:00-9:00 AM or 10:30-11:30 AM so it can be enrolled in the 
school's domain. 
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If you are unable to make those times, please contact Technology Coordinator, Anne Hollenbeck, at 
anne.hollenbeck@stmcs.net the week of August 9 to set up an alternate time. 
 
*Monday, August 16 - First Day of School:  
All students should be in full school uniform. 
 
School hours for PK3-8th grade are 7:55 AM-3:30 PM. 
 
Pre-ordered lunches will be served. 
 
The After School Program will be available until 6:00 PM. 
 
On the first day of school only, parents may accompany students into the school building. 
 
Do not bring ANYONE to school if they have symptoms of COVID-19 or any other illness. Instead, keep 
everyone home and contact Rene O'Connor about the absence. 
 
*Friday, August 20 - Early Release Day:  
8:30 AM: All-School Mass; students should be in complete uniform including the school sweater 
 
Early release day for staff development; school hours are 7:55 AM-12:00 NOON 
 
Lunch will not be served. 
 
The After School Program will be available until 6:00 PM. Please send a lunch with all ASP students. 
 
10:00 AM-9:00 PM: Raising Cane's fundraiser benefitting the Athletic Department 
 
*Monday, August 23 - Band/Orchestra Parent Information Night: 
6:00 PM, Cafetorium; parents with students interested in the St. Mark Band (grades 4-8) or Orchestra (grades 
2-8) are invited to attend this information session to learn more about these programs from Music Learning 
Band. 
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*Wednesday, August 25 - Parent Information Night (6th-8th grade): 
6:30 PM, Cafetorium; for parents of students in Middle School (6th-8th grades); join us for a Principal Welcome 
and grade-level presentations. This is a parent-only event. Please make alternate arrangements for your 
child(ren); a recording will be made available after the event for those unable to attend  
 
*Thursday, August 26 - Parent Information Night (PK-5th grade):  
6:30 PM, Cafetorium; for parents of students in Preschool - 5th grade; join us for a Principal Welcome and 
grade-level presentations. This is a parent-only event. Please make alternate arrangements for your child(ren); 
a recording will be made available after the event for those unable to attend  
 
*Monday, September 6 - School Holiday:  
NO SCHOOL: Labor Day holiday 
 
*Tuesday, September 7 - Picture Day:  
School Picture Day; students should be in complete uniform including the school sweater 
 
*Wednesday, September 8 - Watch D.O.G.S. Information & Pizza Night: 
7:00-9:00 PM, Cafetorium; learn more about the Watch D.O.G.S. volunteer program for dads. 
 

  
School Calendar  

The 2021-22 school calendar has been merged to include both the "Academic" dates and "Event" dates (the 
entire calendar is now on a single page). The latest version is dated July 19, 2021 and replaces any previous 
calendars distributed prior. This updated calendar can be accessed here.  
 
A printable version of this calendar is always available on the homepage of the school website under the "Quick 
Links" section. 
 
A more detailed electronic calendar is located in the center of the homepage of the school website. To add 
calendar dates to your electronic device, click on the "notepad" icon located at the bottom of the online 
calendar. 
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Immunizations 
All students must be current on immunizations and a copy of the immunization record must be on file with the 
school nurse. 
 
Incoming Kindergarteners and 7th graders are due for updated immunizations as required by the State of 
Texas: 
 
-Kindergarten - DTaP, Polio, MMR, and Varicella 
-7th Grade - Tdap and Meningococcal 
 
For complete details, please click here. 
 
 

Help Wanted 

 
After School Program Worker 
St. Mark Catholic School is in need of an After School Program worker. The pay is $15 per hour. Workers 
must be able to complete “Safe Environment training” before school starts, must be available for Staff 
Development on Friday, August 13, and must be available to work at the following times:  
  
-Monday-Friday - 3:00 PM to 5:30 PM, and 5:30 to 6:00 PM as deemed necessary by the director on site 
-On early release days (see 2021-22 calendar above) - 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM 
  
Please contact Sarah Peralta if you are interested.  
 
 

New Extra-Curricular Activities 

We are pleased to announce that, beginning in the 2021-22 school year, St. Mark will be adding some new 
extra-curricular activities to our line-up: Chess, Orchestra, and Karate. The expanded extra-curricular program 
will replace the former "After School Enrichment Clubs" beginning in the fall. 
 
More details and registration information for these and other extra-curricular opportunities will be distributed 
after school starts, but for now, please make note of the following schedule for planning purposes: 
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Mondays - Chess & Karate 
Tuesdays - Band & Orchestra 
Wednesdays - Drama Kids & Karate 
Thursdays - Band & Orchestra 
  
*Chess America will offer chess instruction to students in grades 2-8. Each session will involve interactive 
instruction and game play. All player levels are welcome, from beginner to experienced.  
  
*Orchestra is returning to St. Mark for students in grades 2-8. It will be taught by Music Learning Band. MLB 
has facilitated the St. Mark Band program for many years and we are excited to bring back this program under 
their direction.  

Music Learning Band will host a Band/Orchestra Parent Information Night 
on Monday, August 23 at 6:00 PM in the Cafetorium. 

  
*St. Mark alumnus and Olympic athlete, Tom Scott '04, will offer Karate instruction on our campus for 
students in grades 1-8. Tom is a graduate of Jesuit Dallas, Captain of Team USA, and will compete at the 
Olympic Games in Tokyo this summer.  
 
Activities are organized and operated by third parties and are not sponsored by, endorsed by, or affiliated with St. Mark Catholic School or Church in any 
way. Participation in the activity is completely voluntary, and information regarding the activity is provided only as a convenience to parents. Parents should 
conduct their own research regarding any activity before allowing students to participate. Neither St. Mark Catholic School nor Church receive any 
consideration or compensation as a result of student or parent participation in this activity. 
 
 

Handbooks 
Please review the following Volunteer Handbook, After School Program Handbook, and Athletics Handbook 
carefully (as applicable to your family). They contain forms that must be signed and returned to the school 
office. Copies of all handbooks are accessible at any time on the school website on the "Forms/Links" page. 
 
1. St. Mark Volunteer Handbook 
A St. Mark Volunteer Handbook has been developed to assist all of our wonderful school volunteers. It provides 
general volunteer guidelines that we ask everyone to follow. The last page of this handbook is a "Volunteer 



Pledge" form that every school volunteer must sign and return to the school office prior to serving. A new 
pledge form must be signed and submitted each school year. 
 
Please click here to read the Volunteer Handbook, then print, sign and return the Volunteer Pledge form 
before beginning your volunteer service.  
 
2. After School Program Handbook 
An After School Program Handbook has been developed as a reference for our families who participate. If your 
family will take advantage of this program during the school year, please read the handbook in its entirety, 
then complete and submit the online registration form. The link is located on the last page of the handbook. 
Spots fill quickly so you are encouraged to register now. 
 
Please click here to read the After School Program Handbook, then complete and submit the online 
registration form by August 16.  
 
3. Athletics Handbook 
An Athletics Handbook has been developed for those 5th-8th grade families who have students participating 
on school sports teams through the Dallas Parochial League. It provides general guidelines pertaining to St. 
Mark and DPL athletics. If this applies to your family, please read the handbook in its entirety, then sign the 
Parent Code of Conduct Agreement and return it to the school office. 
 
Please click here to read the Athletics Handbook, then print, sign and return the Parent Code of Conduct 
Agreement before the first practice (click the link at the end of the handbook, and scroll down to the 
"Documents" section to access the agreement).   
 
 

School Supplies & New Middle School Laptops: 

School supplies are included in tuition and will be delivered to classrooms on the first day of school. 
 
Specialty supplies are also required. They can be pre-ordered for delivery to the classroom, OR parents may 
purchase them at the Back-To-School Sunday event on August 8 and deliver them to the classroom at the Pop-
In Meet & Greet event on August 13. (Families who already own Specialty Supplies may reuse them from year 
to year.)   
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6th grade and new 7th/8th grade families need to pick-up pre-ordered Chromebook laptops on August 13 (see 
the Pop-In Meet & Greet details above) 
 
Please click here for complete information about school supplies. 
 
 

Dismissal Procedures 

Families will be asked to let their child's teacher know which dismissal line they will use each day. Please 
familiarize yourself with our three dismissal areas. A complete description and a map showing traffic flow 
patterns can be found in the Parent Student Handbook. 
 
Area A - Carpool Line: This is the point of dismissal for families who carpool with other families. 
 
Area B - Single Family & Early Childhood Education Line: This is the point of dismissal for individual families of 
Preschool-5th grade students (meaning those who are not in carpools or with middle school students). This line 
has the same entry/exit points for all students, but splits at the Early Childhood Education building for students 
in Preschool, Transitional Kindergarten, and Kindergarten. 
 
Area C: Middle School Line: This is the point of dismissal for all Middle School students (grades 6-8), as well as 
siblings of Middle School students. 
 
 

Grandparents' Day 
The St. Mark Catholic School Grandparents' Day will be held on Friday, September 24, 2021. More details will 
follow soon. In the meantime, please be sure we have complete contact information for grandparents or special 
friends you wish to invite (such as an aunt or uncle), including a mailing address and an email address. This 
information can be updated in the "Grandparent" section of FACTS Family Portal (see instructions in the FACTS 
Family Portal section below) 
 
 

Summer Packet 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011WxykAfBvqKKw3ZRz1-qMhvAaqdKbL-xjxvNzgiwH6vzEmgTdM0zd_X4IT8KJcM4IDj68bHiSUlhcJJmnJSVfpY5SQBUdSTABdn8t_BBsR77Cw9N_qFBuZs-7dvM3pmMungi7JTy7hh3IAZ1Nhn_zdfFJ43DjEYg&c=UWqKFZLhwQxIVJoMy3BrJmni3GOth48qbozMR9TGlUcYBH2oOuat0A==&ch=9vHZbD9U1tDBjG5iy_voY5UqTd7-g85Th_tcS7Zooj78bxAuUoXBog==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011WxykAfBvqKKw3ZRz1-qMhvAaqdKbL-xjxvNzgiwH6vzEmgTdM0zdzrzJaW0FGlG3f8cq73--JYoky3pfmitLB-q3-fLZs_0HKu6Ia55zM-dJl6wC0Mn7Hzl-A9Ff43k1tyauzmDq_BbN7hOO1XB6MpyyL1oXs7cK8FyGpiXTuc=&c=UWqKFZLhwQxIVJoMy3BrJmni3GOth48qbozMR9TGlUcYBH2oOuat0A==&ch=9vHZbD9U1tDBjG5iy_voY5UqTd7-g85Th_tcS7Zooj78bxAuUoXBog==


The 2021 Summer Packet, including grade level summer assignments and reading requirements, rising 
7th/8th grade summer service hour information, optional skills practice resources, and other important items, 
was distributed to all new and returning families in May. 
 
Please click here to access the Summer Packet. There are action items, so please allow yourself and your 
student(s) plenty of time to complete them.  
 
 

Safe Environment Screening & Training 

All volunteers are required to be Safe Environment screened and trained. We highly encourage you to complete 
your training over the summer so you are ready to volunteer at the beginning of the school year. 
 
*For those who have already completed the initial training, please complete your annual update over the 
summer. 
 
*New volunteers must complete a background check, training session, and an interview. To complete your new 
volunteer training over the summer, please contact Safe Environment Coordinator, Alison Hughes. She is 
available for in-person interviews. 
 
For complete details and links, please click here. 
 
 

Uniform Guidelines 

Complete information about school uniforms can be found in the Parent Student Handbook. 
 
**Note that St. Mark will return to the original uniform shoe policy for the 2021-22 school year which is 
outlined in the Parent Student Handbook.**  
 
Uniform Labeling 
Please label all uniform pieces with the student's name. Academic Outfitters is able to embroider names 
inconspicuously on sweaters/vests. In addition, school families have utilized the services of two websites that 
can create inexpensive iron-on and stick-on name labels: 
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Mabel's Labels 
Inch Bug 
 
In an effort to avoid confusion when school begins, we'd like to stress a couple points regarding uniform shoe 
and hair policies: 
 
*For boys, Sperry shoes are NOT allowed. Please do not purchase them. They are expensive, and students will 
not be allowed to wear them to school. 
 
*For all students, hair guidelines will be strictly enforced. Please do not have your child dye or highlight their 
hair, and then send them to school. We will request you cut it out of their hair. This includes Kool-Aid, 
highlights, or other blonding agents. Mohawks, lines shaved into the scalp, and extreme difference in 
hair length from sides to top are not allowed. Again, we will request it be cut. 
 
If you have questions about the school uniform policy, please contact Assistant Principal, Greg Michniak. 
 
 

FACTS Family Portal (aka Renweb) Updates Due July 31, 2021 

If your contact information (address, phone, cell or emergency pickup) has changed, please update in FACTS 
Family Portal. To review and update your information: 
 
Log in to FACTS Family Portal by clicking here. From the left hand menu, select "School Information," then 
"Web Forms" and then click on "Family Demographic Form." There are six forms that must be reviewed and 
updated: 
 
-Student Demographic Form 
-Student Medical Form 
-Custodial Parent Form 
-Emergency Contacts 
-Transportation Form 
-Grandparents Form 
 
Please do not add a student e-mail, student cell phone number, or automobile information. 
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Note: The information in the online Family Directory is pulled from FACTS Family Portal. If you do not want 
your information included in the directory, be sure to check the appropriate section. 
 
Please make sure all information is updated by July 31, 2021. 
 
 

Cafeteria 

Students may bring a packed lunch to school, or pre-order lunch through the Cafeteria. Pre-orders are due the 
week prior. For complete pre-order instructions and deadline information, please click here. You can also 
find the Cafeteria menus at this link. 
 
 The Cafeteria will serve pre-ordered lunches on the first day of school. 
 

If your child will purchase lunch during the first two weeks of school, 
please be aware of these pre-order deadlines: 

 
*For August 16-20, you may place your online order between August 1 at 8:00 AM and August 9 at 3:30 PM. 
Click here to view the menu highlighted in purple. Then, visit the school website for complete details and 
instructions.  
 
*For August 23-27, you may place your online order between August 10 at 8:00 AM and August 16 at 3:30 PM. 
Click here to view the menu highlighted in green. Then, visit the school website for complete details and 
instructions. 
 
*Pre-order deadlines have also been added to the electronic calendar on the homepage of the school website 
where you may sync them to your electronic device. 
 
A reminder that lunch is not served on early dismissal days. Lunch will not be served on Friday, August 20. 
Students who attend the After School Program need to bring a lunch on early dismissal days.  
 
 

After School Program 
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The After School Program is offered after school until 6:00 PM, except on some early release days when it is 
only offered until 3:00 PM (refer to the school calendar for those dates). Space is limited and spots are filled on 
a first-come basis. Spots do fill quickly. The link to the online registration form is located in the "After School 
Program" Handbook below. The registration form may be submitted between now and August 16. All 
students must be registered for the program prior to attending. Students will enjoy fun activities, crafts, 
homework time, and a snack during after care. Drop-in care is not available and families must register each 
student that will be using the program. 
 
After School Program Handbook 
An After School Program Handbook has been developed as a reference for our families who participate. If your 
family will take advantage of this program during the school year, please read the handbook in its 
entirety, then complete and submit the online registration form. The link is located on the last page of the 
handbook. Spots fill quickly, so you are encouraged to register now.  
 
Please click here to read the After School Program Handbook, then complete and submit the online 
registration form by August 16.  
 
The After School Program will be available starting the first day of classes on Monday, August 16. 
 
 

St. Mark Spirit Days! 

On the first Monday of each month that school is in session, students will be allowed to wear jeans, slacks, 
Capri-style pants, the school uniform skirt, or the school uniform pants/walking shorts* with a St. Mark t-shirt 
or sweatshirt of their choosing. Students may wear any closed-toe shoe. This is a great opportunity for them to 
show their LION PRIDE! 
 
The first St. Mark Spirit Day will be Monday, September 13, 2021. For your reference, Spirit Days for the entire 
school year have been added to the electronic calendar located on the homepage of the school website. 
 
*The uniform walking shorts may only be worn during the 1st and 4th quarters. 
 
 

Lion's Den Spirit Store 
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Exciting News: In August, the Lion's Den will be moving to a new e-commerce site with a new look and a more 
streamlined order process. 
 
In the meantime, you can continue to shop all summer at our current online store by clicking here. 
 
Summer Orders: The Lion's Den Spirit Store is open and ready to take your online order all summer. Orders 
placed over the summer will be available for pick-up at the August 8 "Back-To-School Sunday" event, or on the 
first day of school (August 16). 
 
Orders During the School Year: The Lion's Den is always available for online orders throughout the school year. 
In addition, the store will be open for in-person shopping on the last Friday of every month from 7:30-8:30 AM 
(except school holidays). 
 
 

From the Athletics Department 
  
Sports Physical Form Reminder: Fall athletes who will participate in DPL sports (5th-8th grades) who have not 
turned in a current Sports Physical Form to the Athletic Director, Marlene Ehring, for the 2021-22 school year, 
must do so immediately in order to be cleared to participate in practices. 
 
Click here and scroll to the "Forms & Documents" section to find the Sports Physical Form. 
 
2021-22 Athletic Fees: Once team rosters are submitted, the Business Office will automatically charge your 
account in FACTS Family Portal: 
 
Cheerleading - $45 
Cross Country - $70 
Flag Football - $170 
Volleyball - $150 
 
For more information about DPL sports, please click here and follow the links to the individual sport pages on 
the school website. 
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Home and School Association News 
  
A Message From HSA President, Natalie Laurent:  
  
St. Mark Parents: Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! I’m excited to represent you as the St. Mark Home 
and School Association (HSA) President this year. I am lucky to get to serve with an amazing team this year. 
Your Executive Board is: 
  
-Natalie Laurent – President  
-Betsy Dehart – Vice President 
-Melissa Neece – Secretary 
-Sharon Mattis – Treasurer 
  
The board has been busy planning for another great year for our students, teachers, and parents. We are so 
excited we get to be back on campus with the kids. We have updated our website pages and will have all the 
information posted there to help you throughout the year. Be sure to review our calendar so you don’t miss out 
on all the events that are already planned.  
  
Lots of exciting things have been going on and we can’t wait for you to see them at the Pop-In Meet & Greet 
event next month. None of these things would have been possible without all of you. Together we raised over 
$20,000 last year through our "12 Gifts of Christmas" raffle. We are now able to provide a STREAM Learning 
Lab for PK3-2nd grade students (plus the upper grades can utilize it as well). This is HUGE for our school and 
the kids are going to love it! Not to mention…we finally purchased three Gaga Ball pits. If you are not familiar 
with what this is, just ask your kids. The kids have had this on their wish list for several years and, thanks to all 
of our parents, HSA is able to fulfill this wish for them. Lastly, we have been able to add more outdoor learning 
opportunities for all of the kids. We cannot wait to see the happiness on their faces when they see all the new 
things on campus.  
  

Please view this video for additional HSA information. 

  
It takes a village to support our school and we could always use more help. To learn more about all the ways 
you can volunteer, you can visit our Volunteer Opportunities Page on the school website. Also, if you are 
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011WxykAfBvqKKw3ZRz1-qMhvAaqdKbL-xjxvNzgiwH6vzEmgTdM0zdzK4fFUki6_TzYvJb1LGRA310Z8ZrLPjH_dvY09KLdeCbtme7XdWFfAjmzXG2EE9ejeJs9QTlP2-nrgdOFhvhLAFnwQyV1E_EBnVe-Xvu1EP&c=UWqKFZLhwQxIVJoMy3BrJmni3GOth48qbozMR9TGlUcYBH2oOuat0A==&ch=9vHZbD9U1tDBjG5iy_voY5UqTd7-g85Th_tcS7Zooj78bxAuUoXBog==
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interested in volunteering for HSA Committee Coordinators & Room Parent Team Leads, please visit our 
Committee Chairs page on the website. We would love the help!  
  
IMPORTANT NOTE: All volunteers MUST be Safe Environment trained before volunteering.  
  
Thank you for all that you do to support the St. Mark HSA, and enjoy the remaining weeks of summer. See you 
all in August. 
 
 

Watch D.O.G.S. 
Calling all "Dads of Great Students!" WE NEED YOU to be a Watch D.O.G.S. volunteer! Half days and full days 
are available. Spend time in your child's classes, lunch and recess, assist the staff, and help reinforce campus 
security. Want to learn more? Click here for general information, and plan to join us at the annual "Pizza 
Night" on Wednesday, September 8 from 7:00-9:00 PM in the Cafetorium.  
 
 

Save the Date - Bishop's Invitational Golf Tournament 

Make plans now to participate in the 2021 Bishop’s Invitational Golf Tournament on September 27 at The Four 
Seasons - Las Colinas. Since 2011, this Diocesan-wide event has raised money so that students in need can 
attend our Diocese of Dallas Catholic Schools. Register today as a golfer, sponsor or donor by 
visiting www.bishopsgolf.org! The tournament is structured as a four-person scramble, with two available tee 
times: 7:30 AM or 1:00 PM. CHRISTUS Health continues to bless our fundraising efforts as our Title Sponsor for 
the 8th consecutive year. To date, the tournament has raised almost $6 million, awarding scholarships to more 
than 3,400 students in this community and the need is still great. Questions can be directed to Briana Luisi at 
214-379-2826 or bluisi@cathdal.org.  
 
 

  

ENJOY THE REMAINING DAYS OF SUMMER!  
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